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Si tor Tillman is right about South
Carolina being a great history producer
Lint think of the kind of history

Pntxci Ilnxnr kindly tries to put us

hi our case liy the announcement that he
is not difficult to please

Mit Gassowav a Kansas Populist
has started out to found a new party
Ami yet Shakspere asks Whats in a
name

Bacon is no good until it has been
lump hut the senior Senator from Georgia
might oliject to that method of

e
The Senate has passed the bill appro¬

priating 100000 for a National Military
Park to include Fredericksburg and ad-

joining

¬

battlefields

Thy as hard as they may Gen
Wheeler and Constructor Hob ion will
never set as much advertisement for Ala-

bama

¬

as Kansas secures

When Prince Ilenry goes up Broad-
way

¬

and reads all the Jewish signs he
will think he has cettaiuly reached the
Pioniised Land

Until the Hon Champ Clarks con-

stituents
¬

work off all their mules on the
British army at good prices he can be
relied on to hold the Democracy safe on
the neutrality issue

The gentleman froni Texas insists that
Democrats stop accepting pieces of pie
from the Republican Administration
Well what in the world does ho think
they are here for

It moans many millions to the Pacific
railroads every year that they can stave
off the Isthmian Canal and an espenshe
lobby hero in Washington is a very cheap
investment for them

0

We hardly propose to unsettle our
whole economic policy for the sake of en-

riching

¬

the Cuban planters We have re ¬

ceived small thanks for all that we have
already done and need not expect much
more for anything in the future

Tjiey figure out that someone has got-

ten

¬

away with about 40000000 illegal
profits in buying horses for the British
nrmy Yet English papers have had so
much to say as to official dishonesty in
tbis country

Richmond Va is very anxious to have
a visit from Prince Ilenry but as he bad
nothing to do with Jeff Davis or II K

Lee it is hard to understand this desire
on the part of the Mecca of the South-

ern Confederacy

Tun Empire of Germany will be 31
years old April 1G 1902 The State of
Nebraska is its senior by four years and
only Colorado the Dakotas Montana
Washington Idaho Wyoming and Utah
are its juniors

It looks as if Mr Needy only lacked
time and a very little time at that to
be as liberal to himself with the Gov-

ernment
¬

money as Capt Obcrlin M Car-

ter
¬

whose postoifice address for the next
few years will be the Leavenworth Pen-
itentiary

¬

After all the shrieking over the flood

of special pension bills there were only
707 passed at the last session or less than
two for each Representative and as each
Mcmliur represents about 200000 people
the percentage is amazingly small

A lawyku in Augusta Ga promises
the people of that Congressional District
that if til v will send aim to Congress ho

will secure rotation in office nd the re
Prl of the Fourteenth and Fifteenth
Amendments Smart fellow Die sees no
danger of losing his job by finishing it
up in his first term

Why do not the Daughters of the Con-

federacy appeal to Judge Cantrill for a
perpetual injunction against Uncle
Toms Cabin being played in Kentucky
Judging from his past he would be very
willing to do a little favor like that no
matter what the Jaw might be

A nriAKD of Baptist clergymen at Nor-

folk

¬

Va has awarded 230 to another
te rgj man against a railroad for the loss

of hi- - satchel containing 202 sermons An
averag of a little over 1 apiece is not a
high rate for sermons but then there are
sermons and sermons and the board prob ¬

ably was a fair minded one

Naxslmond Co Va has neither foot-
ball

¬

nor prize fight but she has man ¬

hunts that satisfy the taste for that sort
of thing In one that is to be pulled oil
within the nest two weeks the man is
to be given a start of two hours with the
privilege of climbing a tree and there are
bets that ho will be compelled to do this
inside of 40 minutes This is an open air
sport that has in it much more real zest
than can bo found iu chasing au anisc-se-e- d

bag or paper slips

Riat work in preparation for the next
National Encampment has at last begun
in Washington The Business Mens As-

sociation which has taken the lead in
the matter has selected as General Chair-
man Mr B II Warner a leading busi ¬

ness man of the city and a man of great
energy tact and breadth of view lit is
a comrade of the Grand Army of the Re-

public
¬

This selection insures the ncthe
o opi ration of all the citizens of Wash

ington in the work of preparing for the
Encampment and provides for the bril-

liant
¬

success of the great gathering to
which veterans all over the country are
looking forward with the deepest interest

PST JCNIOI VlCK CojJMANlini-JN- -

Citni Eimjaj Allen is having a sharp
fight for reappointment as United States
Attorney for the Eastern District of Vir-

ginia
¬

Two other Republican candidates
oppose him and it Is rumored that the
appointment may go to Windom Mere-
dith a old Democrat This will be un-

fortunate
¬

Comrade Allen was a good
soldier serving as a private in a Michi
gan cavalry regiment and after the war
settling iu Virginia where he fought his
way to the front as a criminal lawyer
ngainst the strongest opposition that
jould be made to him He has made an
eicclleiit lecord as District Attorney

a ntiiiinTiAi oitnnit
The action of the National Encamp

ment at Cleveland asking that the legal
pieference for veterans jn public employ ¬

ment be made more effective having been
brought to President Roosevelts atten ¬

tion by the G A It Committee on legisl-

ation
¬

he issued the following Executive
older

The attention of the Departments is
hereby called to the provisions of the laws
giving preference to veterans iu appoint-
ment

¬

and retention
The President desires that wherever

the needs of the service will justify it
and the law will permit preference shall
be given alike in appointment and reten ¬

tion to honorably discharged veterans of
the e ivil war who are tit and well

to perform the duties of the places
which they seek or are filling

Signed
THEODORE- ROOSEVELT

White House Jan 17 li02
President Roosevelt has the sincere

thanks of all l lie veterans and their
friends for this kindly and appreciative
action It cannot help being of substan-
tial

¬

benefit to them everywhere and
whether already in public employment or
seeking to be While such a Presidential
order is deserved by them there is none
the less praise due the soldierly generous-h-

earted President who issued it

vjtikas inirKiTi
At the instance of the G A R Com ¬

mittee on Legislation Comrade Jos W
Kay Chairman two bills almost identical
in wording have been introduced in the
House nail are now before the Coinmit
tee on Civil Service Reform That in-

troduced
¬

by Gen Chas II Grosevnor
reads

That section 1751 of the Revised
Statutes of the United States he amended
so as to read as follows

See 1771 Persons honorably dis-
charged

¬

from the military or naval serv-
ice

¬

by reason of disability resulting from
wounds or sickness and officers and en ¬

listed men who served in the armies or
navy of the United States between April
12 1S01 and Aug 21 ISO-- being hon
orably rlischarged therefrom shall be pre-
ferred

¬

for appointment to and retention
in civil offices and employments as also
for promotion therein Provided They
are found to possess the business capacity
necessary for the proper discharge of the
duties of such offices or employments

See 2 That all laws or paits of
laws inconsistent with the-- provisions of
this act are hereby repcaleel

The one introduced by Representative
J H Promwell rends

That section lr4 of the Revised Stat-
utes

¬

of the United States be amended
so as to read as follows

See 1754 Officers and enlisted men
who served in the armies or navy of the
United States between Apiil 12 IS
anil Aug 2 ISO being honorably dis-
charged therefrom shall be preferred for
appointment to and retention in e ivil of-
ficers and employments in imv branch of
the service of the United States Pro-
vided

¬

That they are found to possess the
business capacity necessary for the proper
discharge of the duties of such offices or
employments

See 2 That all laws or parts of laws
inconsistent with the provisions of this
act are hereby iepealed

siiic A maviujiis
Comrade Tos W Kay and Attorney

W II Van Steenburgh appeared before
the Supreme Court last week and askeil
leave to file a petition for a writ of man-
damus

¬

directed to Gc o It Bidweli Col
lector of Customs at New York compell
ing him to reinstate three veterans who
were discharged by him it is claimed
contrary to law These are John W
OBrien who was United States Weigher
Win B Shafer and James II Coehnower
both of whom were Inspectors These
men were dismissed by Mr Bidweli about
a year ago after service extending over
from IS to 22 years

In his brief Mr Van Steeuburgh says
The action of the Collector in remov-

ing the petitioners was e learly in viola-
tion

¬

of the rules promulgated by the Prcs
idint and of the statutes and it is pro-
vided

¬

by section 2G of the Revised Stat ¬

utes that the position of Naval Officer
or any other subordinate officer at any
collection district of the United States
exe ept in New York may be abolished

The statute clearly excepted the col-
lection

¬

dLstiict and port of New York
and that being the case the offices of tho
pi titioners could not bo abolished and
the only course open to the Collector was
to remove the petitioners after charges
had been preferred and an opportunity
afforded the petitioners to answer the
s ime

It is not pretended that any charges
were preferred ngainst the petitioners that
they did not faithfully and efficiently dis
harge the duties of their positons or of-

fices
¬

The Collector in order to evade the
statute which protected the petitionors
Coehnower and Shafer in the possession
of their offices in or about the month of
February RlOl appointed fiO additional
Inspectors theieby increasing the num-
ber

¬

bn duty at the district and poit of
New York from 5123 to r7 and imme-
diately

¬

thereafter and in the same month
removed 1 It is respectfully submitted
rbat this juggling with the existing laws
it without precedent and justification and
ought not to be tolerated

The Court took the motion under ad-

visement
¬

The squabble among the European Na
tions as to their altitude toward the
United States at the time of the out-

break
¬

of the Spanish War is simply amus-
ing

¬

to us this side of the water We bear
no ill will toward Austria for having
tried to form an international alliance
to save Spain and really do not care a
straw whether England or Russia stopped
it by refusing to join Such an alliance
was impossible from the first and never
could have been made effective if it had
been formed We would have had Spain
thrashed before the diplomats had really
begun exchanging noted and even if they
had gotten together which is wholly un-

likely
¬

they could never have agreed upon
whose duty it was to bell the cat We
should have laughed at anything but the
most imposing demonstration of earnest-
ness

¬

ami unanimity among them and it
they could have secured that it would
have aroused our people to defy the whole
caboodle and they would have had a job
on their hands to make the rashest of
them pause Iu the end the victory of the
United States would have been much
more e omplete than it was for we would
not have stopped with taking away the
Spanish possessions on this side of the
Atlantic and America would have en ¬

tered the arena as a far more command ¬

ing world power than she now is If the
war had onlv lasted a mouth longer we
should have had the Canary Islands
Ceuta and the other possessions of Spain
iu Africa and thus been in a command
ing position on the Mediterranean

As it looks as if no general irrigation
bill can pass this Congress Representa ¬

tive Lacey of Iowa has prepared a ten-

tative
¬

bill which authorizes the Secretary
of Agriculture to select 1000000 acres
situated in two or more States or Terri-
tories set it apart as a National Exper-
imental Irrigation District and open it
up to homesteaders in lots of less than
IliO acres each This seems fair and prac-
tical

¬

and a good way to demonstrate the
exact value of irrigation under the aus-
pices

¬

of the Nation
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THK ItmR AS TO KVHIHNt K
In the debate on the Pension Appro ¬

priation Bill Mr Gibson of Tennessee
brought out very clearly the obnoxiousness
of the Pension Bureaus practices ns to
the rules of evidence which obtain in
oi cry court in the United States lie
said

My view of the law is this and I wns
just on the point of giving it The law in
all civil cases in all the courts of the
Uniou State and Federal is that the pre
ponderance of probabilities shall prevail
That is the law in civil suits and the law
that requires proof beyond a reasonable
doubt e xists only in the case of a man
charged with a violation of the criminal
law

Mr Nevin of Ohio interposed And
that is in his favor

To which Mr Gibson answered
Yes that is for the benefit of the ac-

cused
¬

Then the State must prove her
ease against him beyond a reasonable
doubt The origin of that law was this
When that law oiiginated a defendant
could not be a witness in his own behalf
In the next place there is a general rule
of law that every man is presumed to be
iunoe ent until he is proven guilty and to
overcome those two things the judges Jield
that the Government must make out her
case against the defendant whose
mouth was thus closed ami in whose be-
half

¬

the presumption existed that the
Government must make out its case
against a man charged with crime be ¬

yond a reasonable doubt But in a civil
suit between man and man whether the
amount involved is one dollar or a million
dollars if the plaintiff satisfies the jury
by the preponderance of probabilities he
is entitled to a verdict The judges
charged juries that if in weighing the
evidence the scales are equally poised the
plaintiff must fail but if there be ever
so little a preponderance in favor of the
plaintiff the jury must find in his favor
Mr Chairman this ruling of the Pension
Bureau that a claimant must make out
his case beyond a reasonable doubt is the
cause of a great many applications to
Congress for indiviilual relief

Mr Gibson went on to explain that be
cause of this violation of plain rules of
law Congress was asked to pass so many
special pension bills fortlie benefit of the
victims of the Pension Commissioners in
justice He said

Now to get back I wns gong to say
when this digression occurred that a
great many 12 pensioners come before
the Committee on Invalid Pensions They
bring cases to us showing where they
have applied for a pension under the gen-
eral

¬

law We read the evidence and we
are shocked to think that the Pension Bu ¬

reau should have turned down such a case
Pei haps a man is totally blind absolutely
helpless from rheumatism paralysis or
other disease Pel haps he received a
wound Ho claims his disability is of
service origin He makes very strong
proof But the Pens ion Bnre m to
him down because he has not made out his
ease beyond a reasonable doubt and gives
him only 12 a month uiidei the t of
ISilO whereas under the general law he
would have been entitled to 50 or 72 a
month The soldier feels outraged his
neighbors feel indignant they appeal to
their Congressman he files a special bill
and the case comes before the Committee
on Invalid Pensions

I had such a e ase in my own dis jet
His name was James Webb His shoul-
der

¬

bone had been broken by a bullet It
resulted ns the Surgeon of the Pension
Bureau testified in paralysis of his whole
system the result of which was he had
to be treated like a baby lifted in and out
of bed by another person and the Sur-
geon

¬

of the Bureau rated him at 72 per
month but the Pension Bureau held that
the disability from paralysis did not re-
sult

¬

from the bullet wound ad gave him
only 12 under the act of IKK I brought
the ease here by a special bill and Con-
gress

¬

gave the soldier 10 a month Now
these are specimnes of the cases our com-
mittee are called nnon to deal with

Then apologists for the Commissioner
tried to shield him behind the Medical
Referee though everyone knows that the
Medical Referee is merely the Commi-
ssioners

¬

clerk and must make his rttfiugs
to carry out the Commissioners preju-
dices

¬

and biases

Tun gist of the Secretary of the Navys
refusal of Admiral Schleys appeal is
contained in the following concluding par-
agraphs

¬

The weight of the testimony is to the
effect that the Commodore controlled the
movements of his tlagship the Brookivn
well with the exception of the loop But
it also shows not negatively but affirma-
tively

¬

and beyond question that he did
not control the operations of the licet in
general on that day

All this is established not by theoret
ical deduction or expert or inexpert opin
ion but by direct positive uniinicaclicd
and unimpeachable testimony given un-
der

¬

oath by the Admirals brothers in
arms The pages of the record upon
which their testimony is recorded are
above cited

The plain truth of the matter there-
fore

¬

developed for the first lime under
the searchlight of this inquiry although
quite incidentally is that so far as the

loucester the Iowa the Indiana and the
Texas and the Oregon are concerned not
the stroke of a propeller blade not the
touch of a helm not the firing of a shot
was done under the direction or bv the
orders of Admiral Schley during the mem
orable battle

Senator Kittiiepges of South Da-

kota
¬

maiden speech in the Senate was
very effective It was

I ask unnniinoiis consent to consider
the bill which increases the limit of cost
of the public building at Aberdeen S D
Whereupon the Senate proceeded to odd

177000 to the appropriation for the
Aberdeen building May be this is what
is meant by goldcn tongucd

The Anarchists will not let us forget
them The threats in the Chicago Anar
chist papers against Prince Henry scum
to call anew for repression of these vipers
No matter what we may think of the fol- -

de rol about the Princes coming wo can
not for an instant afford to liavc him
harmed while ho is a guest within our
gates

This startling news appears in the fe-

verish
¬

fashion intelligence from across the
ocean

I hear that the fur stomacher of the
peeresseS coronation robes is to he aban ¬

doned and that its place will be taken
by a bodie e front or lace- - which will be
infinitely cooler and at the same time
more graceful

This may compel Whitelaw Reid to re-

cast
¬

his entire wardrobe

The yellow papers raved over the
prices paid by the Government for ships
during the Spanish war The New York
Journal now claims that it expended

750000 iu news gathering during the
war Remembering the stuff it printed
for news there is no doubt the Govern-
ment

¬

made incomparably the best bar-
gains

¬

m

Jan 1 there were 27000 British
troops iu South Africa There were only
120000 Boers men women nnd children

in the South African Republic when
the war began The more we see of
other peoples lighting the better we are
satisfied with our own style

TiiEltU is a big thing to be said in favor
of the Danish Islands They have never
been addicted to the revolution habit

AFTtn all while the doctors ore likely
to disagree their medicines nro certain to

V

il i Isillfl ij
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A Grand Dinner In Camp to the Deacon Gen
Sherman and the Erltlsners

Come ashore Pap Si called out
Come right up to crimp Weve got the

bulliest camp up there you ever saw and
a hoese that beats anything this side of
the Ohio River

Hot and cold water in every room
when you bile it yourself
Shorty Carpet on the parlor and bed ¬

rooms best Georgia mattresses and three
blankets on every bed line shell walks to
the sutlers shop guard house and other
places of interest Fine drill ground for
gentlemen who wish to perfect themselves
in the pleasant pastime of killing rebels
Best fishing in the world near at hand
Can e atch anything from a sea horse to
your death of cold Come along Dea-
con

¬

Cant do it now boys Want to aw-
fully

¬

though answered the Deacon Im
just dead sick and sore to get my feet
on solid ground once more and be where

aint jumping rolling and
bucking and trying to stand on both ends
and lay on both sides at the same minute
Rut I must go on up to Savannah with
these things for the poor sick and worn
out men of Shermans army

Whos sick asked Si
Whos wore out added Shorty
Why Shermans army after your

terrible long march through Georgia aint
youV asked the Deacon

The boys gave a yell of derision Do
we look sick and wore out Come up here
Pete-- you rascally little invalid and let
Pap sie you

If you want to go ashore with your
boys awhile you can said the Captain of
the ship Theres some torpedoes that
theyve been fishing up broke loose and
are floating around somewhere up above
We cant go ahead until they find them
which 11 likely not lie until late in the
afternoon when the tide runs out

The boys yelled with delight and the
Deacon hurried down into his state room
for his things

They all crowded around him as he
came down to shake hands and help car
ry his things Everyone wanted to carry
something Si seized the well known
striped which wns a dear re
minder of home Shorty took the over-
coat

¬

which was a useless burden in that
warm climate- - and as a great favor al-

lowed Harry and Monty each one of
the hoop skiits while Ghl got the big
yarn comforter Alt Russel the warm
lambs wool mittens while Pete grabbed
the umbrella There was nothing left for
Sandy Baker but to go over and try to
get hold of one of the straps of the carpe-

t-bag about the Deacon
looked so good and home like so differ-
ent

¬

from what they had been seeing in the
South that it was a pleasure to look
upon nnd handle anything that belonged
to him i

the umbrella like a Drjim
Majors b ton Pete led the yelling pro-
cession

¬

back toward camp Stried up
by the noise the whole of the 200th Ind
turned out and when they learned the
cause joined in the cheering and ran for
waid to In the welcome for it
wns a great event to have somebody coin-
ing

¬

direct from Godfs country beside
which many or thjm had become

with the Deacon on his former visit to
the army

The Deacon found great difficulty in
walking He could not get used to the
ground being firm and solid and just
where he put his fool down He walked
with his feet wjde apart the
load would tilt up in some
way

The camp was- - an to the
Deacon It was so clean so regular so
comfoi table Very neat little log cabins
roofed with or thatched with
pine houghs stood iu exact line along the
coninauy streets larger and more pie
tentioiis ones housed the officers the pa-
rade

¬

ground was as level as his barn
lloor and as clean as Mother kept the
front yanl to his house The streets
were with oyster shells and

was with mil
it n rv neatness and precision

Si and Shorty had bestowed unusual
care upon their cabin and it surpassed
in tliness a d comfort the most of those
of the otlicers It had a regular door
and window a cosy fireplace bunks raised
a couple of feet in which was an abii
dance of cypress needles to make a soft
balsam breathiug bed furnished out with
extra blankets It was roofed with ex-
press

¬

shingles which they had captured
sonic Iieio and the lour was of boards
furnished by the on
which lay a strip of carpet obtained from

I which had been run
ashore near by

The Deacon his
of all that he saw

O te iithI Sliortv have fixed ourselves
up pretty well here said Si But you
just wait till you see how wo live We
are going to give you the bang uppest
dinner you ever et outside of Mothers

I staved a day at Willards iu Wash ¬

ington Si aeil paid 3 for it
Well Willards nor no other baek

niniiber tavern aint in it along wtli the
Hotel do Iiiiaiiny under the able man ¬

agement of Si and Shorty said Shorty
Were just going to give you the feast

of your life1 All the boys of Co Q are
crazy to have a hand iu it and are out
now foraging for the very best things
they can catch beg borrow or steal to
do you honor The best oysters shad and
such in these waters have got to lope
iid Ioi e hard to get awav from the boys
for the boys wont be satisfied with less
than the very best Tor you

Never was a time when the talk of
victuals and plenty of cm was more wel ¬

come lo me said the Deacon heartily
Im as holler as a stove pipe Coming

around Cape Hatteras I Ihrowod up
but mv political principles nnd

faith in the Lord and it seemed to me
thiir roots ivns loosening I feel as if
I could eat a whole beef including neck
nnd brisket

in Co Q was now rushing
around to get delicacies for the dinner
to the Deae on Shorty hurried off lo pro-
cure

¬

some extra tine shad to plank and
each of the others got some kind of oys-
ters

¬

or fish that ho liked
when cookenl according to his own for
mula The Deacons presence brought
them all much nearer home and lo look
at him and hearhitn speak iu a common ¬

place way of persons and things there
bridged over the great gulf which had
opened out between themselves and their
beloved State and since
they had cut loose rrom Atlanta While
part of the company were away in uuest
of good things in the shape
of sea food tff astonish one of their home- -

people a plain Indiana farmer who had
hitherto eaten nothing but the beef mut-
ton

¬

pork and poultry nnd the grain and
vegetables raised on his own acres the
others would crowd around him and ply
him with questions about that topic of
ever absorbing interest home

It was a great if he had
even heard of their especial neighbor ¬

hoods and if he chanced to know of some ¬

thing that had happened there or had
met someone trom there they were high-
ly

¬

delighted
The Deacons and interest

In the planking of the shad the shucking
of the oysters nnd the queer fish they
iii ought nun tor inspection ticKled them

nnd they chuckled to one an-
other

¬

about what he would think nnd do
when he tasted the luscious viands

As they were beginning to put the
things on the long company table Col
Bonesteel stalked up looking quite flabbv
and shrunken but if anything mote stiff
nnd dignified than ever He weakened
for an instant to give an nnnrecintir
sniff of the delicious odors of the coffee
oysters and baking shad and then ¬

that he waa in the presence
of enlisted men drew hl
into official rigidity

ihorty
and theBoy ofCo Tr

0nUie March rMMeCaMims
Copyrighted

interjected

everything

Everything

Brandishing

participate

acquaint-
ed

expecting
embarrassing

astonishment

shelterrteiits

macadamized
everything spick-and-spa- n

Quartermaster

expressed admiration

everything

Everjbody

particularly

neighborhoods

particularly

gratification

astonishment

immensely

re-

membering
countenance

Si recognized him at once and called
the boys into Hue when they saluted and
gave the Colonel three cheers

Thank you my men said the Coolncl
gravely returning the salute I am very
glad to meet you again and find you do-
ing

¬

so well You stood by me nobly in
a very trying time and I shall never
forget it 1 am very sorry that my wound
prevented my lending on your later and
very creditable service but I have no
doubt that you did honor to the lessons
and discipline you received from me

Si and Shorty kept straight faces dur-
ing

¬

this allusion to his wound ami his ex-
ordium

¬

on discipline but did not dare
look at one another

Im very glad to see you so well pro
vded for he continued with another in-

voluntary
¬

sniff at the welcome odors and

dkacoxs astonishment and interest bots
a sidelong glance at the browning shad

Ive come to rejoin the army and Im
going to ask as a favor to me and a
compliment to you that you be again
pla ed under my command

The faces of the boys did not express
exultation at this prospect but they gave
the Colonel another cheer as he turned
on and walked iu state through
their camp But he could not help turn-
ing

¬

a longing look over his shoulder at
the tempting lay out now being placed on
the table He was as empty and hungry
as the Deacon and the fragrance was
sufficient to tempt any epicure

Ho turned and walked back The Dea ¬

con had been put at the head of the table
and the most luscious morsel that could
be found of the planked shad with roe
browned to exaitly the right shade had
been placed on his plate All the boys
were eagerly watching his face for a
symptom of his feelings

Good gracious aint that luscious
gasped the Deacon after the first taste

Melts in your mouth like whipped
cream and for llavor quails aint no-

where
¬

J he boys gave a gratified cheer
Col Bonesteel came up

All my men he observed that is
a very peculiar way in which you have
been cooking your fish and it seems a
quite successful one from the looks and
smell Probably as your commanding of-

ficer
¬

it is my duty to examine it crit-
ically

¬

Sergeant hand me a bit to
Certainly Colonel said Si jumping

up to get it Sit down there at the head
of the table Colonel along with father
and join us Awful glad to have you
This shads just great and youll enjoy
it

To sit down to table with enlisted men
No man had ever dared suggest such a
thing to the Colonel He gasped at the
enormity of the proposition made in such
an off hand matter-of-cours- e way by a
man who wearing a Sergeants stripes
should have known far better tie re-

frained
¬

however from administering a
proper rebuke but stood in rigid expect
ancy of his order being obeyed

Si picked up a clean tin plate put a bit
of sliml on it and handed it with a fork
to the Colonel

Evorybodj s attention was centered on
the Deacon nnd they gave no further
thought to the Colonel

The effect of the mouthful on the
Colonel was electric He wanted a whole
lot more and at one e He cleared his
plate and cleared his throat to call at-
tention

¬

to himself and his wants but they
were all too much interested in the Dea- -

on to notice a mere Colonel even of the
Engineers They could see Colonels any
moment saw too much of them iu fact
while a fatherly old gentleman straight
from home was a sight to make the he art
glad

The Colonel looked at the on
which there were other things quite ns
appetizing as the shad His hunger be¬

came consuming He walked down to
Pete who was busy pulling the shad
bones from his mouth

Boy said he authoritatively go get
me a lot more of that fish and some
oysters and sweet potatoes and u cup of
coffee

But Pete who had a boy s antipathy
to all officers not of his own company and
regiment and delighted When he could
show his independence of them answered
saucily ns he started with a choice mor-
sel

¬

for the Deacon
Go long with you Wont do noth-

ing
¬

of the kind Get your own grub
Who was your waiter last year

The Colonel was speechless with rage
Something Sis attention and
he divined the Colonels wants and called
called out heartily

Say Colonel heres an extra fine
piece buck shad you know the bucks
are much be ttcr eating than the cow
shad that Ive picked out for you Sit
down with your plate right there by Pap
and Ill bring it to you with some oys-

ters
¬

cooked as only Gill Mackall can cook
oysters He beats us all in cooking most
everything but wlcn it comes to oys-

ters
¬

hes away up out of sight He c
beat the Adjutant whos the best cook in
the army Sit down please for I want
you to see just what Co Q can do

There was a pitched battle going on
between the Colonels compulsive dignity
and his raging For once iu his
life dignity was defeated

They are volunteers he began to
compromise with dignity Very differ-
ent

¬

from enlisted men of the regulars
Very different conditions generally in war
time thnn in garrison Many officers be-
lieve

¬

thnt nssociating rather freely with
volunteers helps encourago them and
makes them better soldiers These men
nre of my old command they were very
respectful nnd obedient nnd I believe I
will just try It for once There do not
seem to he nny officers around to com-
ment

¬

on It
He sented himself beside the Deacon

Si and Shorty saw to it that he had socio

of the best of everything and he was
soon so absorbed in tilling up the ncmng
void left by his seasickness that his dig ¬

nity wns forgottfn nnd everythng else
but the delights of that delicious meal in
the open air under the moss festooned
cypresses

Mr Iligstnltottoni strode up staring
through his glasses at everything with
supercilious eyes

Beastly beggars playing at soldiers
he commented to himself Banditti bri
gauds elressed up in Proosbian blue like
a lot of bloody Dutchmen but no more
like soldiers than I ham like n bishop Not
one hof of them as hever seen one of
Er Majesty s soldiers with is bearskin
at is red coat fitting im like wax nnd
is boots blacked till you can see your fuce

in them Theres soldiers for you a
company of them would put this ole
blooming mob to llight The beggars ave
got n pretty decent looking cany though
Must ave some renegade lliuglish soldier
in command Hi understand there hare
a few of them who hare doing habout
hall the respectable lighting that is done

The grateful odors of the Co Qs din-

ner
¬

to the Deacon Uonted into his hungry
nostrils and made his gourmnnd mwth
water

Baw Jove said lie adjusting his eye¬

glasses and surveying the lay out the

Tin tickled the

taste

table

attracted

appetite

beggars seem lo live well nive card
that banditti halways do But that seems
to be a regular blooming btistcons feed
Fancy Hil take some of hit myself

He strode over to the table and flung
a shilling down before Pete Boy he
said theres a bob Give me a plateful
of that fish and hoysters

Pete looked up and took the English-
man

¬

in with a contemptuous stare Go
long he said with a flip of his finger

that sent the shilling off into the sand
We ant running no restaurant for citi

zens and tramps
You blarsted little brat said the

Englishman swelling up as he rescued
his shilling thats no way to talk to a
Hinglish gentleman nill cuff you hit
you ilon t be more respectful

No you wont shouted Sandy Oar-
ing

¬

up You mustnt call him a brat
neither or Ill climb your back Who nre
you anyway Youve got no business in
this camp you straw thatched citizen
Get out before we run you out

Sis attention was attracted by the loud
voices of the boys and the Deacon looked
up

Thats the Englishman who came
down with us he explained to Si Hes
a snorting sneering old bull head but if
hes as hungry as I was and no doubt
he is I pity him Bring him up here and
give him something to eat Perhaps this
dinner will make him think better of
America

Si called him to the head of the table
and provided him with a seat and a
plate which he filled with as good as they
had The Englishman fell to with gusto
but Col Bonesteel absolutely ignored his
presence

Lieut Col Dumgilkie also strolled up
but in spite of his sour and disputatious
temper he had been among Americans
long enough to know how to make him-
self

¬

at home and he became without any
comment or remark a full sharer in the
good things of the table

No boys said the Deacon at last
Id like to eat everything that youre

bringing me and to begin it all over
again But Im no camel with seven
stomachs Wish I was for this time It
seems to me I never enjoyed a meal as
I have this But Ive reached my limit
My clothes didnt fit me at all this morn-
ing

¬

but now theyre tightern ever
No more my men said Col Bone-

steel Youve been very kind to your
old commander nnd I thank you

The rest of his remarks were cut short
by shrill whistles from the ship calling
them to Hurry on board

The boys formed a procession to escort
the Deacon on board with the under¬

standing that he was to come back to
camp as soon ns he could finish his busi
ness in Savannah

It toede the transport but an hour to
reach the city and waiting for it there
was the large florid side whiskered Brit
ish Consul who was expecting Mr Hig- -

gmlMillom There was anger m his face- -

and it speedily communicated itself to
Mr Iliggnbottoms as the two drew off
to one side and talked wrathfully to-
gether

¬

1 he cause of their anger was not dif
ficult to understand There was in Savan-
nah

¬

at the lime of the capture or the eitv
iO0O bales of cotton then worth about

SJ a pound Hie price the year befoie the
war had been about 12 cents The Eng-
lish mill owners had been famishing for
cotton during the whole war and toward
its e loso the famine had reached almost
the starvation point Here was an im-

mense
¬

stock that would make nny num-
ber of colossal fortunes for those who
might be able to secure it In fact there
was n fortune iu any slight movement
alTecting it AVho really owned the cot-
ton

¬

it would be impossible to say Cer
tainly a large part belonged as far as
anything could belong to an illegal con-
cern to the so called Confederate Gov-
ernment

¬

It was all a lawful prize of
war to the United States When Sher-
man

¬

approached Savannah the cunning
ones connected with the cotton concocted
a plan to keep it from confiscation In
complicity with them was the British
Consul who was quite willing to do a good
turn for the British mill owners and in-

cidentally to lay up a smfg nest egg for
himself The cotton was to be trans-
ferred

¬

to British owners and be protect ¬

ed by the British flag Mr Iligginbot
tom represented the ostensible purchasers
of a great quantity of the cotton at pHces
approximating those which had obtained
before the war To secure possession of
this was the object of his hurried trip
to Savannah If he could succeed his
firm would be given an inestimable ad ¬

vantage over nil competitors and great
aiild be the swelling of the bank ac-

counts
¬

of the British Consul and of all
those engaged in the scheme The news the
Consul brought to Mr Higginbottom was
not at all encouraging for Gen Shrninn
had contemptuously brushed aside all
claims to ownership and put every bale
of cotton that could be found in the Quar-
termasters

¬

warehouses and under guard

ne had even refused to let the Treasury
Agents have anything to say In regard
to it claiming that it was all n prize of
war and belonged solely to the War De-
partment

¬

The Consul had sent urgent
letters to the British Minister at Wash-
ington

¬

nnd it wns his reply that Mr Hig¬

ginbottom brought The two dsenssed
the situation with lowering brows and
carefully read the Ministers letter

A group of horsemen on the bluff aboyo
had watched the vessel come in and tlis
mounting Gen Sherman strode down nnd
on to the deck followed by several of his
staff

Where did this ve ssel come from and
what has she nltoard lie inquired with
quick nervous imperiousness

From Washington with recruits con ¬

valescents some irdcmnce and Quarter
master stores and Sanitary Commission
supplies answered the Captain of tho
ship

Where are the recruits
Im mustering them now sir report ¬

ed the one armed Captain Ive brought
every one through except one shot for in
sulordination and mutiny

Very good March your men up into
the city and report to the Provost Mnr
shal who will distribute them to theip
various regiments Move off promptly
so that they can be in their proper places
tonight Cant begiu their discipline toe
soon Nichols go and tell Enston and
Baylor that the things they hnvo bee
expecting are probably here and they had
better send down and look after them
Sanitary supplies AVho is in charge o
them

I am General replied the Deacon
stimulated to prompt speech by the Gen-
erals

¬

manner
You are are you Well I dont know

what they sent us sanitary supplies for
We have about as much need for sani-
tary

¬

supplies as Jeff Davis has for the
Golden Rule The men have been getting
the very best kind of sanitary supplier
out of the river and the sea The most
illness in this army comes from men get-
ting

¬

shad bones stuck in their throats or
surfeited on oysters Davis you might
go tip and look for that Sanitary Agent
and tell him that his supplies have ar-
rived

¬

Itll give him something to do Ho
hasnt had anything to occupy him sinco
he came here hot foot because nobody
would have any of his stuff They could
get plenty of much letter Better send
them back to someboely that needs them
We certainly dont

While this was going on the Consnl
and Mr Higginbottom were bracing
themselves for a stiff assault upon thisstrong willed imperious man

Self confident Mr Higginbottom opened
up with a manner intended to be eiuito
as curt and masterful as the commander
of the army Gen Sherman I be-
lieve

¬

Yes yes said the General flashing
his blue eyes upon him

My name is Higginbottom of Man-
chester

¬

Hingland This letter from Er
Majestys Minister at Washington will
tell you who Hi am The Englishman
drew himself very stiffly

Well well what do yon want with
contemptuous impatience

Hi want hat once the cotton belonging
to bus which you ave taken haway Wo
nt-i-- un iiiiuieuiuit iv uiu uour Dnsiness
and must not be delayed Mr niggin
bottom spoke with- - lositiveness ami o
Verity

Well yon cant have any cotton thats
here Thats all You can go right back
with that answer

Gen Sherman we will ave that cot-
ton

¬

Hit belongs to bus and well stand
no more delay

I tell you you shall not have it It
does not belong to you It never did be-
long

¬

to you nnd if ever vou had anv
claim to it you have forfeited it by tha
laws or war

Gen Sherman interiected the Con
sul I must tell you as I have told you
before that you afe incurring great dan
ger in seizing the property of British cit
izens l am strengthened in what I say
by the letters I have iust receiver from
the British VI mister Kngland protects
her citizens and their property wherever
tHey may be nnd this is a very serious
thine youre doing sir

You have very likely to ave fighting
ns his fighting sir ndded Mr Higgin-
bottom

¬

insolently Hitll be a very dif-
ferent

¬
thing Hi tell you meeting Er

Majestys soldiers and ships from hahy
thing you ave hever known bin this
bloody country

And I tell you again you shall not
have a pound of thia cotton said the
General roused to high anger I will
have no more blustering from either of
you Im in no humor for it my army
is in no humor for it my country is in no
humor for iL Everywhere we have gone
we have been fired at by English bul-
lets

¬

shot from English guns straight
from the arsenal at Enfield We find
English cannon English shells boxes of
English cartridges stacks of English
muskets behind every breastwork that we
assault We even find English cloth in
the rebel uniforms and which are bnt
loncd with English buttons English
pirates sailing under rebel colors nro
sinking our ships with shells from English
cannon fired by English cannoneers
You are everywhere the allies aiders and
abettors of the rebe ls We are fighting
England now just ns much as the South-
ern

¬

Confederacy You are all in a wicked
traitorous plot with our enemies Yon
are scheming with them now toget this
cotton off to England to pay for moro
guns and more cartridges to kill my men
Thats what you are doing You are plot-
ting

¬

to steal this cotton from the United
States nnd use it in the deadliest way
against us You cant play me for such
an arrant fool as to give it up to you to
come back in the shape o bullets and
hells No sir were not such fools Yon

can go back to your British Minister and
tell him this from me

Ge n Sherman said the Consul
gravely do you reflect that this may
mean war

Let it come then Let it come then
You can tell your British Minister that
from nie I am ready for it My army
is ready for it The country is ready for
it We shall oon finish up this job nnd
then we shall be ready and eager to settle
with rnglaml for her part He nre tired
of her fighting under cover We want
her to get out into the onen once We
have stood all from her that we propose
to She has played the sneak long enough
Our monitors will drive your old wooden
hulks from the ocean and Ill land my
army in England nnd sweep through tha
country like a sirocco like a sirocco sir
Go back to your lWitish Minister and tell
him that from me

He turned abruptly and stalked off tho
vessel leaving the Englishmen shrinkin j
under the whirlwind of his wrath

To lie continued

It is claimed that the rake off on each
horse purchased by the British officers In
Hungary amounted to 15 7 Neither
Xceley nor Carter could have been more
generous to himself

Tun people of the Isle of Pines do not
want independence annexation to Cuba
or any other nonsense but to be taken
directly into the United States on such
terms as Congress may impose There
sjcms to be a wave of common sense
moving aiouud Cuban waters

Piiof II W Willy of the Agricul-
tural

¬

Department hit the nail on tha
bend when he said to the Committee on
Ways and Means that the appeal of Cuba
should not be to the United States but
to the European Nations which have re-

duced
¬

the price of sugar by their bounties
to beet growers

The First KcKlnley Post
Commander E C Baugher Sullivan

Mo claims for his Post the honor of being
the first to take the name of the late Pres
ident Wm McKinley The day that Com-
rade

¬

McKinley died the Post being in
session resolved to change its name from
G V Pitts Post 324 to Win McKinley
Post and notified the Department Head
quarters of the change


